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UNIT 5 PLAN FOR 7TH GRADE Language Arts


Top of Form

	Unit Overview:
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	Instructional Time: 4 weeks/20 days (approximately)

	
	Grade Level: 7th Grade

	Unit Theme: Science or Fiction?

	Depth of Knowledge: Level 3, Strategic Thinking

	Unit Summary: “Science or Fiction?” focuses not only on the science aspects of science fiction, but also on the commentary this genre makes on the human condition. As students read, view, or listen to samples of science fiction, they will look for the elements that define the genre and make evaluations on whether the author has successfully used these elements.  Students will complete an independent novel assignment over the course of the unit that culminates in the presentation of a project and an analytic essay. Students will research the science and technologies presented in the fiction they are reading and judge whether the events could happen. They will also respond to a video and podcast about the likelihood of time travel and alien life-forms. Students will write their own science fiction stories that incorporate all the elements of science fiction. As they write their narratives and other samples, students will edit for identified conventions. Additionally, they will work on their word comprehension skills by using root words, context clues, and reference books. Finally, students will respond to the essential questions to draw over-all conclusions for the unit.

	North Carolina Information and Technology Essential Standards:

7.TT.1.1 Use appropriate technology tools and other resources to access information. 

7.TT.1.2 Use appropriate technology tools and other resources to organize information (e.g. graphic organizers, databases, spreadsheets, and desktop publishing).

7.RP.1.2 Implement an independent research process activity that is student selected. 

7.SI.1.2 Evaluate content for relevance to the assigned task. 

	Common Core State Standards
Reading Standards for Literature:

Key Ideas and Details

RL.7.1

Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RL.7.2

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text.

RL.7.3

Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot).

Reading Standards for Literature:

Craft and Structure

RL.7.4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or drama.

Reading Standards for Literature:

Integration of Knowledge

and Ideas

RL.7.7

Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem to its audio, filmed, staged, or multimedia version, analyzing the effects of techniques unique to each medium (e.g., lighting, sound, color, or camera focus and angles in a film).

RL.7.9

Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a historical account of the same period as a means of understanding how authors of fiction use or alter history.

Reading Standards for Informational Text:

Key Ideas and Detail

RI.7.1

Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

Reading Standards for Informational Text:

Craft and Structure

RI.7.5 Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major sections contribute to the whole and to the development of the ideas.

RI.7.6

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author distinguishes his or her position from that of others.

Reading Standards for Informational Text:

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

RI.7.7

Compare and contrast a text to an audio, video, or multimedia version of the text, analyzing each medium’s portrayal of the subject (e.g., how the delivery of a speech affects the impact of the words).

RI.7.8

Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims.

RI.7.9

Analyze how two or more authors writing about the same topic shape their presentations of key information by emphasizing different evidence or advancing different interpretations of facts.

Reading Standards for Informational Text:

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

RI.7.10

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

Writing Standards:

Text Type and Purposes

W.7.2

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/ effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

b. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples.

c. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

e. Establish and maintain a formal style.

f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.

W.7.3

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.

a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically.

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.

c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another.

d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to capture the action and convey experiences and events.

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events.

Writing Standards:

Production and Distribution of Writing

W.7.4

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)

W.7.5

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grade 7 on page 52.)

W.7.6

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and link to and cite sources as well as to interact and collaborate with others, including linking to and citing sources.

Writing Standards:

Research to Build and Present Knowledge

W.7.7

Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions for further research and investigation.

Writing Standards:

Research to Build and Present Knowledge

W.7.8

Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; assess the credibility of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic information for sources.

W.7.9

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

a. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres [e.g., stories and poems; historical novels and fantasy stories] in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics”).

b. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not”).

Writing

Range of Writing

W.7.10

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Speaking and Listening Standards:

Comprehension and Collaboration

SL.7.1

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher- led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion.

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.

c. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant observations and ideas that bring the discussion back on topic as needed.

d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, modify their own views.

SL.7.3

Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.

Speaking and Listening Standards:

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

SL.7.4

Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and examples; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.

SL.7.5

Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations to clarify claims and findings and emphasize salient points.

Language Standards

Conventions of Standard English

L.7.1

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

a. Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general and their function in specific sentences.

b. Choose among simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences to signal differing relationships among ideas.

c. Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, recognizing and correcting misplaced and dangling modifiers.*

L.7.2

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

a. Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g., It was a fascinating, enjoyable movie but not He wore an old[,] green shirt).

b. Spell correctly.

Language Standards

Knowledge of Language

L.7.3

Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.

a. Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, recognizing and eliminating wordiness and redundancy.*

Language Standards

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

L.7.4

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 7 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., belligerent, bellicose, rebel).

c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech.

d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).
L.7.5c

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

c. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., refined, respectful, polite, diplomatic, condescending).

Bold standards notate Power Standards that are heavily weighted on Standardized Tests.

Italicized and Bold indicates the standard is both a Gap and a Power Standard.)

	Essential Question(s):

· What difference does the science in a science fiction novel make? 

· How believable do the situations and science in a science fiction novel need to be?

· Why is the human element important in science fiction?
· How can science fiction influence the invention of new technologies?
· How do science fiction novels comment on the contemporary world? 
· How will understanding Greek and Latin roots aid in understanding vocabulary?

	Enduring Understanding(s):
· Science fiction can inspire people to explore and create new technologies.
· We can learn about human nature through reading about non-human characters.

· Successful science fiction is based on science or technology that appears to be possible.
· Learning Latin and Greek roots can help readers comprehend text better.
· The best arguments are based on evidence.

	I Can Statement(s):

· I can define science fiction.
· I can analyze works to find the elements of science fiction.

· I can evaluate the effectiveness of science fiction works.

· I can create and support arguments.
· I can research the science behind science fiction.

· I can judge the effectiveness of an argument.
· I can write a science fiction story using the standards of good writing and the elements of science fiction.
· I can draw conclusions about the commentary a science fiction work makes on human nature.
· I can use internal and external resources to define words.

	Vocabulary:

Science fiction
affix
technology
prefix
suffix
time travel


	Transdisciplinary Connections (Standards would be listed):

Math 7 EE.3: Solve real-life and mathematical problems using numerical and algebraic expressions and equations. (Figuring out how many pages they must read per day.)
Science 7.P.1 Understand motion, the effects of forces on motion and the graphical representations of motion. (Other ideas may be linked to the science Essential Standards depending on the science in the books and stories selected by the teacher.)

	Evidence of Learning (Formative Assessment):

· Rubrics
· Genre identification assessment

· Exit tickets

· Bookmarks

· Paragraphs/Quickwrites

· Durham Public Schools’ Small Goal Assessment
	Summative Assessment:

· Independent reading project
· Response to essential questions




	Bottom of Form

Unit Implementation:

	Week 1: Science as Fiction: An Introduction to the genre (CCSS  RL.7.1, RL.7.2, RL.7.3, RL.7.4, RL.7.10, W.7.4, W.7.9, W.7.10, SL.7.1, L.7.1, L.7.4, L.7.5, L.7.6, L.7.10)
· Introduction to Science Fiction: Discuss the definitions of science fiction, realistic fiction, and fantasy. Do a KWL or other pre-assessment activity to determine what students already know about science fiction. Introduce and help define the terms: realistic fiction, science fiction, and fantasy. Have a list of science fiction, realistic fiction, and fantasy books and movies the students are familiar with. Have them sort the titles into the 3 categories. Add to your definition of science fiction if possible, based on the discussion and sorting activity. (Titles are listed on page 2 of handout.) 
· Hand out sheet with the Elements of Science fiction. As a class or in groups, read the short story “Zoo” by Edward Hoch. (Holt textbook, page 85) Have students identify the elements of science fiction in the story using the chart. There are additional resources listed the textbook for teaching this story. Allow students to work with a partner to briefly summarize the story. 
· Discuss what this story can teach about humans.
· Closure activity: Exit ticket-Go back to the KWL chart and add what you have learned about science fiction.  RL.7.1, RL.7.2,   RL.7.3.  RL.7.5, RL.7.10, SL.7.1
· Mini Lesson on Latin/Greek Roots: Words starting with pro- found in the 2 stories (professor, protuberance, progress, process, projections) See worksheet. These words are found in either “Zoo” or “The Rumm.”  L7.4b
· As a class or in small groups, read the story “The Ruum” (Holt textbook, page 89) Use the notes in the teacher edition to teach the story.  Model literacy strategies for students to help them comprehend the story better. Have students complete the Elements of Science Fiction chart (begun with “Zoo”) as they read, comparing the two stories. Discuss the similarities and differences. RL.7.5, RL.7.9, SL.7.1.
· Have students write a group essay. Assign 4-6 students to a group. As a group, write an introductory paragraph. Model characteristics of good paragraphs. Next, have each student write 1 paragraph comparing the elements of science fiction in the two stories citing evidence listed on their charts. For example, one student compares the settings, one compares examples of technology in the stories. Once each student has completed his/her paragraph, read the paper together and create a concluding paragraph. Use standards that have been previously studied on sentences, phrases, and clauses to edit paper. W.7.9, W.7.10,  SL.7.1, L.7.1 
· Introduce the Independent Science Fiction Novel project described in this worksheet. Assist students in selecting appropriate novels. See the resource list below for suggestions. Students will read at home or in class when time. It is important that students select books that are on a level that will help them grow, but are not out of their reach for independent comprehension. Show students what a completed bookmark should look like. Discuss how the projects will be graded.  RL.7.1, RL.7.2, RL.7.3, RL.7.4, RL.7.10, W.7.4, W.7.9, W.7.10, SL.7.1
· Read the poem “Frankenstein” by Edward Field (Holt textbook, page 108) Look for elements of poetry (including repetition) in the poetry. Discuss figurative language in the poem. Ask how this poem could fit into the genre of science fiction. Discuss the author’s message. Compare this to the message/theme of “Zoo.”  Discuss the lesson this teaches about the nature of humans. RL.7.4, L7.5c
· Find new titles of realistic fiction, fantasy, and science fiction. Include short summaries of the books, or even hold up the books to show the covers. Have students sort the books again into the categories from the beginning of the week to evaluate if they have internalized the attributes of science fiction. RL.7.5.


	Week 2: Science from Fiction: Understanding the facts behind the fiction (CCSS  RL.7.9, RI.7.5, RI.7.6, RI.7.8, RI.7.9, RI.7.10, W.7.4, W.7.6, W.7.7, W.7.8, W.7.10, SL.7.1, SL.7.3, L.7.1, L.7.3, L7.6)

· Introduction to weekly theme-Watch this clip from Star Trek. Tell students to watch for at least 2 examples of technology in the clip that did not exist in the 1960’s when this show was televised. (Disks that store movies and time travel.) Talk about which one could happen and which one, as of now, cannot. Explain that this week we will be looking for the scientific facts behind science fiction.  Talk about how a show like this or other works of science fiction could inspire people to invent things. Watch the Bing Video “10 Things Science Fiction Got Right”.  In small groups or as a class, discuss the 2 videos. Make inferences the impact of science on inventions. RL.7.9, RI.7.1, RI.7.8

· Visit the PBS time travel website as a class to talk more about time travel. Have students respond in writing to the information on the website comparing it to the time travel portrayed in the Star Trek clip. Have students work in groups to create arguments for or against the possibility of  time travel. Groups can make speeches explaining their side. Students should evaluate the soundness of the reasoning of their classmates’ speeches. SL.7.1, SL.7.3, SL.7.4.
· Read all or part of ”Sound of Thunder” by Ray Bradbury or “The Fun They Had” Isaac Asimov or other science short stories or excerpts. Look for imaginary technologies in the stories. Create a T-Chart listing technologies in these stories and in other examples of science fiction stories, books, or movies. You list should include time travel, aliens on earth, life on other planets, travel through space, etc.  RL.7.9, SL.7.1,  

· Research: Read the article: “The Science of Star Trek: How Close Are We?” If you have listed any of these examples on your list, add the information on the right side of the chart. Is the article convincing? Discuss how the article is organized and how that helps you understand the text better. RI.7.5, RI.7.6
· Use the websites or non-fiction books listed below research the science behind science fiction. Use spreadsheets or databases to track information. . Compare and contrast the information found in different sources. Evaluate the validity of the resources. Have students create a short (1 page) research paper discussing the science behind a specific story or science fiction in general Create a rubric and allow students to evaluate other essays. ( RI.7.8, RI.7.9,  W.7.4, W.7.7, W.7.8, W.7.10)

· Analyze this podcast by teens on time travel. How convincing are the presenters? RI.7.6
· Quick write-“Do UFO exist? Write a paragraph with a topic sentence that states your opinion, then has 3 reasons for your opinion.” Trade papers to and edit for conventions. Evaluate the validity of their reasons.  Share responses. W.7.2, W.7.5., SL.7.3
· .Introduce about Stephen Hawking. Share the video: “Dangers from Another World” Discuss how believable/reliable his reasons are. Write down responses, then discuss whether Hawking’s comments made anyone change their mind or confirm their beliefs. W.7.4, W7.8, , L.7.1, L.7.3, L7.6
· Collect Independent Novel Project Bookmarks to track progress. 

	Week 3: Fiction from Science: Creating a story based on science (CCSS  RI.7.10, W.7.3, W.7.4, W.7.5, W.7.10, SL.7.1, L.7.1,  L.7.4, L.7.6)

· Use lesson plans from SCoPE to guide students in writing a science fiction story. The plans are very detailed and meticulous. Adapt them to fit your needs. Another source is the Holt Textbook, story writing workshop, beginning on page 112.  Use the Elements of Science fiction chart to evaluate work. Use the writing process to produce quality finished products.  RI.7.10, W.7.3, W.7.4, W.7.5, W.7.10, SL.7.1, L.7.1,  L.7.4, L.7.6
· Perform “The Monsters are Due on Maple Street” by Rod Serling as Reader’s Theater. (Holt textbook page 57) Discuss how to read and perform a script. As you read, use this chart to track the elements of science fiction in the story. Use notes in teacher edition to assist in teaching. Discuss the author’s word choice in the script. Discuss the theme of the drama and what it teaches about human nature. Discuss how the setting has an impact on the development of characters in the script. RL.7.2,  RL.7.3, RL.7.4,  RL.7.10,  L.7.5, L.7.6 
· Collect Independent Novel Project Bookmarks to track progress. 
· Create a class blog to post the completed stories. Have students evaluate other stories. W.7.6.
· Practice using context clues, dictionaries (print and online), root words to discover meanings of unfamiliar words. L.7.4c,d

	Week 4: The Science of Fiction: Analyzing and Evaluating the impact of Science Fiction (CCSS  RL.7.1, RL.7.2, RL.7.3, RL.7.7, RI .7.6, RI.7.10, RI.7.7, RI.7.8, W.7.2, W.7.4, W.7.6, W.7.9, W.7.10, SL.7.1, SL.7.3,  SL.7.4,  SL.7.5,  L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3, L.7.5, L7.6 )

· Watch “The Monsters Are Due on Maple Street” episode of the television series The Twilight Zone. Compare and contrast the televised version and the text version. Cite specific evidence from each version to support your conclusions. RL.7.1, RL.7.2, RL.7.7,
· Quick write: What is the theme or message of “The Monsters are Due on Maple Street” and why is the message still relevant today, fifty years after it was first televised? What qualities are necessary for good science fiction? W.7.2, W.7.4

· Complete the in-class analysis for independent reading project. (Create a grading rubric) W.7.2, W.7.4, W.7.6, W.7.9, W.7.10,
· Present independent reading projects. (Create a grading rubric) 
· Once everyone has presented, ask discussion questions that encourage students to synthesize the unit: (From ReadWriteThink)

What difference does the science in a science fiction novel make? 

How believable do the situations and science in a science fiction novel need to be?

Why is the human element important in science fiction?

How do science fiction novels comment on the contemporary world? 
How can science fiction influence the invention of new technologies?  RL.7.1, RL.7.2, RL.7.3, RL.7.7, W.7.2, W.7.6, SL.7.4, SL.7.5, L.7.1
· Have students read one of more of the quotes on science fiction. Write down their response to the quote(s).Have a seminar to discuss the quotes. Is the stated opinion valid? Do you agree or disagree?  RI7.6.
· Collect brief excerpts of science fiction stories, novels, scripts or poems. Have students identify the elements of science fiction found in each excerpt. RL.7.3.
· Go back to KWL chart and write what students have learned about science fiction. Discuss how their opinions and knowledge have changes. Will they read more science fiction? RL.7.10.

	

	Supportive Unit Resources: (Please note that these are resources that can be used to supplement instruction before or during a lesson.)

	 
	Scaffolding Option 1:

Intervention
	Scaffolding Option 2:

Maintenance
	Scaffolding Option 3: 

Extension

	Instructional Activities:
	(CCSS RL .7.5, Rl.7.5, SL.7.1, )

Introduction to Sci-Fi/ By – Jennifer Frankola 
Aim: What’s the difference between Realistic Fiction and Sci-Fi/Fantasy? 

Do Now: How would you define “real”? How would you define “imaginary”? 

Have the students come up with their own definitions of “real” and “imaginary”. Go around the room to check them out. Pass out sentence strips to the best definitions that you read. Have the students write their definitions on these sentence strips (it could be a group effort). Next, have them share out what they came up with. They should then attach these sentence strips to a piece of chart paper. Other students are then asked to copy these definitions. We will use these definitions for the rest of the unit. 

Next, pass out an excerpt from “The Martian Chronicles” by Ray Bradbury (or another Sci-Fi/Fantasy short text that is appropriate for your students.) Have the students “actively” read the text once for meaning. On the second try, have them underline aspects of the text that make it “real” or “believable” and circle aspects that make it “imaginary” or “unbelievable”. 

Have them set up a T-chart. “Realistic Aspects” on the right side and “Imaginary Aspects” on the left side. Let them compile a list of what they have found. Have them turn to a partner and compare lists. 
	· (CCSS (RL.7.7, SL.7.1))
The War of the Worlds
After listening to the original 1938 radio broadcast of The War of the Worlds, discuss the following questions:

· Did the radio play hold your attention? Why or why not?

· Which techniques were effective in making the audio “come alive”?

· Were you invested in what happened to any of the characters? Why or why not?

· Does this remind you of any similar stories/broadcasts you have heard? 

· Follow up by researching public reaction to the radio broadcast on the night before Halloween in 1938. What effect did the program have on listeners who tuned in late? What elements make the broadcast sound believable? Write your ideas in your journal (or on a shared spreadsheet) and share ideas with a partner prior to class discussion. Compile your own broadcast or other kind of multimedia presentation that exhibits the same elements. 


	(CCSS RI.7.6, W.7.7, W.7.8, SL.7.3, SL.7.4)
Asimov Study
Isaac Asimov is one of the most popular and prolific science fiction authors. Visit his website to learn more about him and his writing. Research his life using other resources. Create a graphic organizer such as an annotated timeline to organize your information. Respond to this Asimov quote: "I have long maintained that science fiction has potential as an inspiring and useful teaching device. . . In many science fiction stories, a scientific principle is deliberately bent for the sake of making a particular plot possible. This can be done skillfully by an author knowledgeable in science or clumsily by another who is less well versed in the matter. In either case, even in the latter, the story can be useful. A law of nature ignored or distorted can rouse more interest, sometimes, than a law of nature explained. Are the events in the story possible? If not, why not? And in tracking that down, the student may sometimes learn more about science than from any number of correct classroom demonstrations." Explain what Asimov means by bending science. Do you agree or disagree with the last sentence. Write a letter to Asimov with your thoughts on this quotation.

 

	Technology Integration:  (Please note that these are resources that can be used to supplement instruction before or during a lesson.)

	Multimedia Activities:
	(CCSS SL.7.1, L.7.1)

Music of the Planets
Each movement of The Planets by Gustav Holst is named after a planet of the solar system. All planets except Earth are represented. Discuss what makes the music for each planet unique. Take notes of your thoughts in your journal while listening to the music. 


	(CCSS W.7.7, W.7.2, W.7.4, W.7.5, W.7.6, W.7.8, SL.7.5, RI.7.1, RI.7.7, RI.7.10, L.7.1,L.7.3a, L.7.5c)

Multimedia research essay
Write a research essay about an astronaut or science fiction author of choice. Include at least three significant details about the person and cite at least three sources. Use both paraphrasing and direct quotations from research. Include multimedia components and visual displays, such as a digital slide presentation. Edit your writing for the grammar conventions studied so far this year. Publish your research on the class web page, including proper endnote or footnote links to references materials used, and present your report to the class. (W.7.7, W.7.2, W.7.4, W.7.5, W.7.6, W.7.8, SL.7.5, RI.7.1, RI.7.7, RI.7.10, L.7.1,L.7.3a, L.7.5c)
Science Fiction Poetry (RL.7.4., RL.7.7, W.7.6)

Read science fiction poetry found on this or other websites. What are the elements of a science fiction poem? What poetic conventions are found in the poetry. Write your own science fiction poem based on your novel or one of the stories you have read in the unit. Read the poem in  podcast and ask students compare the 2 versions. http://www.sfpoetry.com/  

	(CCSS RL.7.1, W.7.7, SL.7.4)

Dr Who
Watch episodes of Dr. Who.
“Despite its cast of aliens, time lords and murderous robots, Doctor Who reflects the fears and obsessions of contemporary Britain with scalpel-sharp accuracy. It is also leading the way in bringing big-budget special effects to the small screen. A lesson on Doctor Who gives students an opportunity to investigate the hold that science fiction has on our imaginations and the technology that makes the show's special effects sequences possible.
The world of the Doctor
A new Doctor Who exhibition featuring props, costumes and creatures from the series has just opened in London (www.doctorwhoexhibitions.com). Explore the genesis and evolution of the series (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doctor_who and www.teletronic.co.uk/who1.htm). Ask students to compose a piece of analytical writing that discusses the reasons why the show has such enduring appeal. Find out more about the previous Doctors (www.bbc.co.uk/doctorwho/classic/ and www.telegraph.co.uk/arts/main.jhtml?xml=/arts/2008/04/02/bvwho102.xml) and encourage students to consider the way in which the character has been reinvented for different generations of viewers. Investigate the latest incarnation of Doctor Who by visiting the BBC site” (www.bbc.co.uk/doctorwho).
From:

http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/2008/apr/15/learnlessonplans.teaching

	
	Suggested Novels

1984 (George Orwell) 1090 Lexile

A Brave New World (Aldous Huxley) 870

A Wrinkle in Time (Madeleine L'Engle) (Exemplar text)  740

Among the Hidden (Shadow Children Series, #1) (Margaret Peterson Haddix)  800

Dune (Frank Herbert)  800

Ender’s Game (Orson Scott Card)  780

Eva (Peter Dickinson) 1010

Fly by Night (Frances Hardinge) 

George’s Cosmic Treasure Hunt (Lucy and Stephen Hawking)  940

George’s Secret Key to the Universe (Lucy and Stephen Hawking)  850

I, Robot (Isaac Asimov)  820

Journey to the Center of the Earth (Enriched Classics) (Jules Verne) 1040 (other versions available)

Life, the Universe and Everything 1080 (Radio adaptation available)

Lost in Cyber Space (Richard Peck) 550

My Favorite Science Fiction Story (Martin H. Greenberg)  

My Teacher is an Alien (Bruce Colvie) 650

The Collected Stories of Arthur C. Clarke (Arthur C. Clarke) 

The Ear, the Eye and the Arm (Nancy Farmer)  660

The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy (Douglas Adams) 

The House of the Scorpion (Nancy Farmer)  660

The Invisible Man (H.G. Wells) 

The Time Machine 1070  Wells)

The War of the Worlds 1170 (H.G.Wells)

Watcher’s Book (Peter Lerangis) 480
Free ebooks:

www.techsupportalert.com/free-books-science-fiction-fantasy

	Websites for Facts behind Science
http://ethemes.missouri.edu/themes/128
 great sources for science behind science fiction

http://library.thinkquest.org/J001741/
 (kids’ website about science behind fiction)

http://commtechlab.msu.edu/sites/letsnet/noframes/subjects/science/b4u9.html Lesson plans with websites that look for facts and fiction space

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/time/ pbs time travel

http://www.scifiscience.co.uk/  website by scientists about facts behind syfy

http://spectrum.ieee.org/geek-life/hands-on/teleportation-finally-a-little-science-behind-the-science-fiction teleportation

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2005/06/0603_050603_starwars.html science behind star wars

http://freespace.virgin.net/steve.preston/Time.html science fun and facts


	Other Resources
http://www.lessonplanspage.com/laintrotosciencefiction79-htm/
http://ethemes.missouri.edu/themes/148?locale=en war of the worlds website

http://www.oakland.k12.mi.us/scope/fifth_lessons/index.html 4 lessons on writing a science fiction story

http://www.middleschoolscience.com/sciencefiction.htm some lesson plans about I Robot

http://www.kunaschools.org/staff/KunaMiddleSchool/Fahrner_Terri/Documents/TheFunTheyHad0001.pdf  full text

http://www.slawcio.com/asimov.html
http://www.sfpoetry.com/
http://42scifi-fantasy.com/quotes/science-fiction-2
http://www.readwritethink.org/parent-afterschool-resources/podcast-episodes/teen-time-travel-30340.html podcast, teen time travel
“10 Things Science Fiction Got Right”.  
Nonfiction Books

Almost Astronauts: 13 Women Who Dared to Dream (Tanya Lee Stone) 

Beyond Jupiter: The Story of Planetary Astronomer Heidi Hammel (Women’s Adventures in Science Series) (Fred Bortz) 

“Elementary Particles” from the New Book of Popular Science (E) 

Robo World: The Story of Robot Designer Cynthia Breazeal (Women’s Adventures in Science Series) (Jordan D. Brown) 

“Space Probe” from Astronomy & Space: From the Big Bang to the Big Crunch (Phillis Engelbert) (E) 

Stars & Planets (Carole Stott) 

Stephen Hawking: Cosmologist Who Gets a Big Bang Out of the Universe (Mike Venezia) 

Summer Stargazing: A Practical Guide for Recreational Astronomers (Terence Dickinson) 

The Physics of Star Trek (Lawrence M. Krauss) (advanced) 




